
Principles of 
Effective Governance  
for Sustainable Development

Effectiveness
»» Competence
»» Sound policymaking
»» Collaboration

Accountability
»» Integrity
»» Transparency
»» Independent oversight

Inclusiveness
»» Leaving no one behind
»» Non-discrimination
»» Participation
»» Subsidiarity
»» Intergenerational equity



Principles of effective governance  
for sustainable development

What are they for?
»» Building strong institutions at all levels

»» Serving as a reference point that brings together relevant 
standards and technical guidelines

»» Informing public sector reform initiatives for the SDGs

Where do they come from?
»» Developed by CEPA specifically for SDG implementation

»» Endorsed by the UN Economic and Social Council

»» Based on United Nations agreements

How can countries benefit from them?
»» As an analytical framework in policy formulation

»» As a guide in assessing institutional capacities,  
processes and culture

»» As a foundation of SDG awareness raising and 
training initiatives

https://publicadministration.un.org dpidg@un.org #UNCEPA

Committee of Experts on Public Administration
CEPA is an expert body of the United Nations that studies  
and makes recommendations to improve governance and public 
administration structures and processes for development.


