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Materials available 
As part of DESA/DPIDG Curriculum on Governance for the 
Sustainable Development Goals: 

• Toolkit on Effective National to Local Public Governance for SDG Implementation

• Local E-Government Toolkit

These toolkits focus on strengthening national to local government coordination and 
institutional effectiveness for the SDGs and covers local implementation.

https://unpan.un.org/capacity-development/curriculum-on-governance-for-the-SDGs?_gl=1*bxpiop*_ga*MjAxNzk2NjkyOC4xNzI2NTc4NDYx*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTcyNjU3OTU5Mi4xLjAuMTcyNjU3OTU5Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://unpan.un.org/capacity-development/curriculum-on-governance-for-the-SDGs?_gl=1*bxpiop*_ga*MjAxNzk2NjkyOC4xNzI2NTc4NDYx*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTcyNjU3OTU5Mi4xLjAuMTcyNjU3OTU5Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://unpan.un.org/capacity-development/curriculum-on-governance-for-the-SDGs/4
https://unpan.un.org/capacity-development/curriculum-on-governance-for-the-SDGs/10






The Principle of Subsidiarity 

One of the 11 principles of effective governance 
for sustainable development is subsidiarity: to 
promote government that is responsive to the 
needs and aspirations of all people, central 
authorities should perform only those tasks 
which cannot be performed effectively at a more 
intermediate or local level. 



Subsidiarity guidance notes
The principle of subsidiarity has 5 strategy guidance notes which have been 
prepared by DESA-DPIDG. These are:

• Fiscal federalism and decentralization
• Strengthening municipal finance and local finance systems
• Strengthening urban governance 
• Enhancement of local capacity for prevention, adaptation and mitigation of external 

shocks 
• Multilevel governance

All the papers can be accessed on: 
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/intergovernmental-
support/cepa/strategy-guidance-notes



Content of the Notes
The notes give an overview of what is needed to operationalize the principle of subsidiarity.  They 
focus on:

• the economic approaches and benefits of decentralizing appropriate public sector functions and 
finances to subnational levels of government;

• strategies to operationalize and strengthen the components of local and municipal finance 
systems;

• ways in which  government (local, regional, and national) and stakeholders decide how to plan, 
finance, and manage urban areas;

• how each  level of government is responsible for a set of policies, which it can exercise with a 
certain degree of autonomy while needing to cooperate with other jurisdictional levels;

• local capacity to prevent, adapt and mitigate external shocks reduces the incidence of larger scale 
hazards, and helps enhance local multi-hazard early warning mechanisms (focus of next talk).



Conclusion

• The notes, read together, provide a comprehensive understanding of 
what countries can do to increase local implementation of the SDGs;

• They provide strategies for Governments with examples and good 
practices;

• DESA/DPIDG could provide capacity building programmes on request 
to assist in implementation: jagwanth@un.org
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