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Foresight as a
crystal ball...

(ves, it’s cracked ...
this is on purpose!)
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If we move beyond the crystal ball,
what other modes and modalities of
foresight can and might appear?

How might we use them?
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Foresight as a
horoscope...

Attempting to

forecast *the* future,
providing us with (often) a
(false) sense

of security and certainty,
providing, however, an
opportunity for reflection
and learning, as with other
forms of divination.
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Foresight as a
telescope...

Looking out to

the horizon, seeking and
scanning for weak and
strong signals of novelty,
continuity, and change...
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Foresight as a
kaleidoscope...

Imagining and immersing
oneself, one’s community,
and/or an organization
into alternative futures,
each with a unique set of
conditions and
parameters...
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Foresight as a
microscope...

Magnifying challenges,
opportunities,

and uncertainties,
employing various lenses
to experiment

and test ideas,
Innovations, plans,
policies, and strategies...
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Foresight as a
gyroscope...

Identifying orientation and
creating directionality and
alignment through visions
and playbooks (please no
more road maps)...
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JRC SCIENCE FOR POLICY REPORT

2035

Paths towards a sustainable EU economy

Sustainable transitions and the potential of eco-innovation for
jobs and economic development in EU eco-industries 2035

Foresight Series

JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE

“This foresight study aimed at
developing long-term visions
for eco-industries (Horizon

2035), identifying relevant
trends and drivers,
highlighting implications for
EU policies and describing
realistic and desirable
possible futures.”

« DESA | Public Institutions




‘3“ ‘\) Unlted Department of

V ..41} Economic and

” Nations | social Affairs

year

2035

COLLABORATIVE SOCIETY

A
SCENARIO 1 SCENARIO 2
Global Connected Initiatives Shared Circular Strategies

v BE

(

>
=
] >
= =
2 3
2 2
s =z
= =
2 .
2 p
=~ “Green” “Green” z
Q Fiscality Collaborative Fiscality Great Integration =
s Networks Q
2 < > &
5 vl
z £
g - -
= LOW . ® w
2 77 s
w e & L[] <
<2( / ® @® o
o 5] w
o ! @ o 2
2 ?
b “Green” Great Societal “Green” ) dershios
o Fiscality Divide Fiscality Innovative Leaderships
SCENARIO 4 SCENARIO 3
Local Self-Reliance v Compact Green Innovation

INDIVIDUALISTIC SOCIETY

year

2015

“'DESA | Public Institutions



Department of
Economic and
Social Affairs

T"; Uni';ed
Nations

Association of Professional Futurists
‘Scenario Exploration System

Laurent Bontoux, Daniel Bengtsson, Aaron B. Rota, John A Sweeney

https://blogs.ec.europa.eu/eupolicylab
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+ Utilized across other projects

+ Contributed towards a culture of
experimentation and play (within the EC)

+ Fostered an alternative means to explore and
expand scenarios
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Beyond excel spreadsheets: Energy Lab participants get to experience different scenarios

Participants got a chance to breath the air of the UAE in 2030!

https://superflux.in/index.php/work/futureenergylab/#
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+ Contributed to the passage of the national
energy strategy

+ Created a space for a range of stakeholders
(including unusual suspects) to participate

+ Normalized play-based and experiential
approaches
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I think water shortages will be very important in the
future! s?

Why do you think this?

of poster to help explain our concept to the groups?
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+ Enhanced participation in the 10-yr strategy
development process: 4000+ players in 120
countries using 6 languages

+ ldentified and sharpened the strategy’s priority
areas

+ Challenged the organization’s risk metabolism
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FRAMING FUTURES:
KYRGYZSTAN SCENARIOS
EXERCISE

The Future of Egypt’s
Digitalized Economy

2030

BLOBAL
SWARM

NUESTROS
FUTUROS

CHILE AL 2050

UNA APLICACION DE METODOLOGIAS
DE ANTICIPACION Y PRIORIZACION
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